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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the teaching 
in the specification should not refer to the claims (see page 3, last paragraph). 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 8 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 8, last line, recites 
the light source (1 ) which is included in the parent claim 1 , line 4. Claim 9 is also 
objected to because it is dependent on the objected to claim 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 11-17 directed to a method for projecting 
images or processing materials; however, there is no method steps are provided in the 
claims. The wherein phrase, "wherein a total duration of the projection ... in the time 
intervals." (claim 1 1 , last paragraph) is not clear and thus indefinite because there are 
no method steps or structure provided for fading out the light beam and for adjusting the 
intensity of the light beam, etc., so as to obtain an at least approximately constant mean 
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intensity of the light beam in the time intervals. Claims 12-17 are also rejected in that 
they are dependent on the indefinite claim and thus inherit the deficiency above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-7, 10 and 18-21 are allowed. 

Claims 8-9 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the objection 
discussed above. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: none of the cited references teaches or suggests an apparatus for projecting 
images or processing material, "wherein disposed between the deflection device (3) and 
the projection area or the processing area (7) is a shading element (6), by means of 
which the light beam (2) is faded out within a multiplicity of time intervals, into which the 
total duration of the projection or the processing is subdivided, for one or a multiplicity of 
time segments, and the control unit (5) contains a 

control program which regulates the modulation device (4) during the time segments in 
such a manner that an at least approximately constant mean intensity of the light beam 
(2) is yielded in the time intervals." (claim 1, last paragraph) in combination with the 
remaining feature recited in the claim. 

Until claims 11-17 are definite, an indication of allowable subject matter is 
deferred. 

Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Nakata discloses a photo-acoustic signal detection apparatus 
having a diaphragm (38) disposed between a deflector (76) and an X-Y stage (52). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Phan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephone B. Allen can be reached on (571) 272-2434. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/James Phan/ 
James Phan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2872 
Sept. 2008 
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